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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS TEEN COUNCIL – JANUARY TEEN OF THE MONTH
Members of the Steamboat Springs Teen Council have selected Grant Janka as Teen
of the Month for January, 2017! Grant has been chosen for this honor by members of
the Steamboat Springs Teen Council because he is an outstanding teen in our
community and embodies the following values of Teen Council:




Demonstrates that teens are valuable community assets
Acts as a leader and/or a positive role model amongst his peers
Committed to community service

Grant Janka is a senior at the Steamboat Springs High School. Grant has shown strong
involvement throughout his years in Steamboat and can be found playing sports,
working, and being an active member in the SSHS community. As the newly elected
Class President, Grant has been an officer on the Student Council and a NHS officer in
the National Honor Society. For the past two years, Grant has been an officer in the
Rocketry Club and a strong member in the Model United Nations. As he clearly shows
strong academics, Grant is also an avid athlete. You may see Grant swimming for the
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swim team, playing lacrosse, hockey or running track and field. As busy as Grant is, he
still finds time to work as a lifeguard at the Old Town Hot Springs for the past two years.
Grant has had many accomplishments in high school. He feels one of his greatest
successes is earning a nomination to the United States Naval Academy. His motivation
is driven by his desire and dreams of serving in the US Navy and attending the US
Naval Academy. Grant has dreamed of this since middle school and has shown his
commitment and drive through his extra curriculum. Once Grant is in college, he hopes
to study engineering and hopes to eventually travel around the world.
Throughout high school, Grant has had many role models. He sees his teacher,
coaches, parents and peers all as influential figures. Grant says, “I believe one of the
most important lessons I have picked up from my role models are my work ethic and
drive to not give up.”
In the past, Grant has faced personal struggles of his own. As a child, Grant struggled
with reading, writing and speech. He worked extremely hard throughout elementary and
middle school to catch up to the reading level of his classmates. His mom and teachers
played a large part in helping him overcome these challenges. Grant adds, “Today I am
able to compensate for, and overcome this issue, almost as if it was never there.” He
feels this way because of his hard work, dedication and commitment to succeeding.
If you have not met or seen Grant, he is a teen full of life, interests and character. His
love for music, specifically piano and guitar, are a big part of who he is. He loves to
listen to music, draw, watch movies and read books. His favorite quote is from The
Fellowship of the Ring, “’I wish none of this had ever happened.’ said Froddo. ‘So do all
who live to see such times,’ said Gandalf, ‘but that is not for them to decide. All that you
have to decide is what to do with the time that is given to you.”
When asked why Grant thinks it’s important for teens to be valued in our community, his
simple response is, “because we are the future of our nation and the world!”
Congratulations Grant! Grant will be awarded with a $25 Chamber Gift Certificate and
will be featured in the Steamboat Today newspaper.
###
About the Steamboat Springs Teen Council: The SSTC, in its 10th consecutive year,
works to increase positive leadership development, involve teens in the community at
large, and provide substance free and alternative activities for youth. The program is
sponsored by the City of Steamboat Springs and Grand Futures Prevention Coalition.
The SSTC is funded through a grant from Routt County United Way and the CraigScheckman Family Foundation.
To learn more about the SSTC, please visit https://www.facebook.com/ssteencouncil
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