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I.

Official Eligibility Determination
(OAHP use only)

Date ___________
Initials _________
___ Determined Eligible – National Register
___ Determined Not Eligible – National Register
___ Determined Eligible – State Register
___ Determine Not Eligible – State Register
___ Need Data
___ Contributes to eligible National Register District
___ Noncontributing to eligible National Register District

IDENTIFICATION
1. Resource number:

5RT.249

2. Temporary resource number:

N/A

3. County:

Routt

4. City:

Steamboat Springs

5. Historic Building Name:

Maxwell Building; Squire Building; Lyon Drug

6. Current Building Name:

Maxwell Building; Squire Building; Lyon Drug

7. Building Address:

842 Lincoln Avenue

8. Owner Name:

Squire Building Limited Partnership, LLLP

Parcel number(s):

Owner Organization:
Owner Address:

P.O. Box 774191
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477

44. National Register eligibility field assessment:
Local landmark eligibility field assessment:

OAHP1403
Rev. 9/98

Eligible
Eligible
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II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9.

P.M.: 6th
Township: 6N
NW ¼ of NE ¼ of NE ¼ of NW ¼ of Section 17

Range: 84W

10. UTM reference (Datum: NAD27)
Zone:

344494 mE

13

11. USGS quad name:
Year:
12. Lot(s):
Addition:

4483203 mN

Steamboat Springs, Colorado

1969

Map scale:

7.5

Lot 7 Block 15
Original Addition of Steamboat Springs

Year of addition:

1884

13. Boundary description and justification:
This legally defined parcel encompasses, but does not exceed, the land historically associated with this property.

Metes and bounds?:

Describe:

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
14. Building plan (footprint, shape):

Rectangular Plan

15. Dimensions in feet:

Length: 140 feet x Width: 50 feet

16. Number of stories:

2

17. Primary external wall material(s):

Brick

18. Roof configuration:

Flat Roof

19. Primary external roof material:

Asphalt Roof/Composition Roof

20. Special features:

N/A

21. General architectural description:
The following architectural description is taken from the National Register of Historic Places form for the
building, prepared by Margaret Hogue in 1995. Alterations to the building's exterior from that time to the present
have been very minimal. The only notable change between 1995 and 2007 is that the plywood which filled some
window openings in 1995 has been removed, and replaced with glass panes, further enhancing the building's
physical integrity.

The Maxwell Building, located on the northeast corner of the intersection of Lincoln Avenue and Ninth Street,
enjoys visual prominence at the center of Steamboat Springs' commercial district. The two-story, commercial
corner storefront building rests on a foundation of sandstone with running bond brick walls. It is believed the
brick was formed and fired at the Togler brickyard in Steamboat Springs, and was some of the last brick locally
made, since later the same year as construction, 1908, the railroad arrived in Steamboat Springs, providing
transportation for less expensive bricks made in Denver.

The south façade faces Lincoln [Avenue} and is fifty feet across. On the eastern half of the south façade is an
example of a typical storefront configuration with a recessed door flanked on either side by large, single pane,
display windows. A half-light door is centered in the middle of the building. This door accesses the stairs to the
second floor. There are two additional display windows west of the center door. These windows both access a
single store, the drugstore. Dividing the first and second story is a string course of rock-faced sandstone. Five
double-hung, one-over-one light windows are evenly spaced across the façade and rest on the string course. All
of the second story windows are of this configuration and appear to be original. A second string course crosses
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the building above the second story windows. A parapet wall rises from this course. Decorative brickwork runs
in a repeating diamond pattern parallel to the string courses. The parapet contains a centered peak, rising again
on each end. Rock-faced stone coping tops the building. Beginning at the ground level, and rising to the second
string course are simple brick pilasters placed between the windows.

The clerestories and transoms on the building have been filled-in with plywood painted to match the trim.
Historic photographs show that this work was done after 1973 and prior to 1990. In 1947 stucco was applied to
the storefront on the south side.

The west façade faces Ninth Street and repeats many elements of the south end including the string courses,
decorative brick work, one-over-one windows, and pilasters. The first story is 140 feet across. There are four
storefronts beginning on the northwest corner with the same configuration as that on the south end. Three oneover-one windows, and a door, all with rock-faced stone headers and simple, slightly recessed arches are located
in the center of this side. Decorative brickwork is located within the recessed arches. The windows have been
replaced by single light windows and a bottom portion of approximately one foot has been filled in as with the
transoms. Continuing south, two windows have similarly been covered. Historical photographs show that they
were one-over-one double-hung windows and were filled-in between 1973 and 1990. Next is a large store window
that flanks the corner entry door. The second story extends 100 feet north from the southwest corner and
repeats the window and brick patterns of the south side. Four of the pilasters rise above the parapet wall.

The main entrance to the building is in the southwest corner. As is typical of corner storefront buildings, this
entrance cuts off what would be the 90 degree southwest corner of the building, creating a fifth side of
approximately six feet in width. As with the rest of the second story, a one-over-one window rests on the dividing
string course and above the second course is an arch containing recessed decorative brick work.

Currently the Lyons Drugstore occupies most of the first story. Three shops are located in the area that once
housed the post office, the one story section on 9th Street. The current [1995] leasees include a health food
store, clothing store, and a beauty shop. The second story houses additional shops, offices, and apartments.
Modifications to the interior have occurred over the years for maintenance (i.e. the coal furnace was converted to
gas in 1970 which was replaced in 1985) and to accommodate changes in businesses and their needs.

A plaque, with the following text, is affixed to the south elevation:

Squire Building

This building was built in 1908 by J.D. Maxwell using native sandstone and brick from Trogler's
brick yard. It had plate glass windows and steam heat. The U.S. Post Office was located in part
of the first floor on 9th Street from 1909 until 1962. A drug store has been located here since
1920. Frank Squire became owner in 1947.

Tread of Pioneers Museum
Plaque Program, 1994
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22. Architectural style:

Late 19th And Early 20th Century American Movements

Building type:

23. Landscape or special setting features:

The Maxwell Building/ Squire Building is a prominent visual landmark

located at the eastern corner of Lincoln Avenue and 9th Street in downtown Steamboat Springs. The F.M. Light
and Sons store abuts this building on its southeast elevation.

24. Associated buildings, features or objects:

Not Applicable

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25. Date of construction:
Source of information:
26. Architect:
Source of information:
27. Builder:
Source of information:
28. Original owner:
Source of information:

Estimate:

Actual:

1908

"Building Is Now Assured." Steamboat Pilot, April 15, 1908, p. 1.
William A. Jenkins (probably)
"The Maxwell Building." Steamboat Pilot, May 13, 1908, p. 4.
Elmer and Tom Baer (possibly)
"Building Progress." Steamboat Pilot, July 1, 1908, p. 1.
Marc N. and Clint J. Maxwell
Hogue, Margaret. "Maxwell Building." National Register of Historic Places Registration

Form, March 1995.

29.

Construction history:
Work on the Maxwell Building was begun in June of 1908 and it was completed early the following year. The
Steamboat Pilot reports on the building's on-going construction in several articles during this time span;
however, only two mention an architect or builder. On May 13, 1908 the Pilot ran the following small article on
page four:

The Maxwell Building

W.A. Jenkins of Boulder, architect, was in Steamboat last week with the plans and specifications
for the new Maxwell building. The contract will be let in about two weeks and it is expected that
work will begin in a short time thereafter. It will be one of the handsomest and most modern
buildings in Northwestern Colorado.

No mention of a W.A. Jenkins, listed as an architect, was found in an on-line guide of architects compiled from
Colorado Business Directories. However, the Boulder Carnegie Library does have in its collection, papers and
photos relating to "William A. Jenkins, contractor and builder," of Boulder, dating from circa 1903 to 1915. These
items have not been researched for information pertaining to the Maxwell Building.

On July 1, 1908, the Pilot reported the following under an article titled "Building Progress:"

Orders for the necessary lumber and other material for the Maxwell building have been made
out and work will start soon. A brick machine is on the way in and the work will start with a
rush. No contract has been let for the entire building, but the work will go forward under the
direction of Elmer and Tom Baer, and when they start on a building, things move.''
Cultural Resource Historians * 1607 Dogwood Court
Fort Collins, CO 80525

842 Lincoln Avenue

5RT.249

Architectural Inventory Form
Page 5 of 11

Thus, it is likely that Elmer and Tom Baer were involved in the building's construction, in at least some capacity.
Other Pilot articles reported that brick laying was begun in late August, and in October it was determined that the
rear forty feet of the building would house the post office, and that "this portion of the building will be rushed to
competition first."

30.

Original location:

Moved:

Date of move(s): N/A

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31. Original use(s):

Commerce and Trade/Specialty Stores
Government/ Post Office
Commerce and Trade/Professional
Commerce and Trade Business

32. Intermediate use(s):

Commerce and Trade/Specialty Stores
Government/ Post Office
Commerce and Trade/Professional
Commerce and Trade Business
Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

33. Current use(s):

Commerce and Trade/Specialty Stores
Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

34. Site type(s):

35.

Two-story, corner storefront, commercial building.

Historical background:
The following historic background information is quoted from the National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form, prepared by Margaret Hogue in March 1995.

Steamboat Springs was incorporated in 1900 by six Boulder residents including James P Maxwell, for whom the
Maxwell building is named. [The building] was the largest commercial building in Steamboat Springs for over
forty years. The building was named for James P. Maxwell, one of the above mentioned town founders and the
father of Marc N. and Clint J. Maxwell, the original owners of the building. Although the building belonged to his
sons, James P. Maxwell’s involvement in its construction was reported in the Steamboat Pilot.

James P. Maxwell, who moved to Gilpin County in the then Colorado Territory in 1860 and grew to prominence
during the boom years at Central City and Blackhawk, became instrumental in the development of the Boulder
Valley and Central City Wagon Roads. He was active in territorial and local politics in the city of Boulder for over
thirty years. Maxwell moved to Steamboat around the turn of the century and served as President of the
Steamboat Springs Town Company for 15 years. Maxwell continued his business connections in Boulder and
appears to have traveled between the towns regularly.

Several newspaper articles track the construction of the building. Reported to cost $20,000, the building was
touted as one of the finest in the country. One article refers to architect’s drawing, however, no confirmation of
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who the architect was has been found. The Maxwell was described as having "steam heat, sewage, and other
modern improvements."

When the building opened in 1909, it housed among other businesses the Chamberlain-Gray Drug store. The
Chamberlain-Gray was the decedent of the town’s first drug store, Groesback and Metcalf. Groesback and
Metcalf opened in 1888, and changed hands several times before 1908. The Chamberlain-Gray Drug store
continued to evolve in ownership and name, however, the store continues to operate in the Maxwell Building.
The second story contained office space and apartments.

Initially the drugstore occupied the storefront facing Lincoln Street. It now occupies the prominent corner
storefront as well as its original space. In 1920 Davis S. Chamberlain, owner of the drugstore, purchased the
building from the Maxwell brothers. The building remained in the Chamberlain family for the next 27 years. The
building and the store were sold to Frank A. Squire, a prominent local rancher. Squire did not actually manage
the drug store, although he did keep tabs on the business and it was during his ownership the drugstore was first
expanded in 1947. Squire lived upstairs in the Maxwell after he retired from ranching. Squire’s three daughters
inherited the building after his death in 1959. In 1967 the drugstore was again expanded to its current size.
Eventually, Margaret Squire Hogue bought out her two sisters’ shares in the Maxwell. In 1990 she and her
husband created the Hogue Living Trust, and placed the building within the assets of the Trust. The Hogues
continue to occupy the owner’s apartment.

Architecture

The Maxwell Building is the best known example of a brick, two-part commercial, corner storefront building
constructed during the first decade of the 20th century in Steamboat Springs. It was the largest commercial
building in town for over forty years. Its six original storefront configurations on the ground floor are still very
apparent and its use of the second floor for offices and apartments is the defining arrangement of a two-part
commercial building.

The use of brick or stone in construction was typical of "second generation buildings" in western towns. The
first buildings were typically of wood-frame construction, the earliest (prior to the availability of sawn wood)
being log. Wood-framed buildings were particularly susceptible to fire, especially in the cold, dry winters when
wood and coal fires were the most common source of heat. Most early towns lost all or a part of their first
buildings to fire. If the town was prosperous, the owners often rebuilt using brick or stone to minimize the threat
of fire. To be able to make this choice required that the town have a brick kiln, or stone quarry or access to the
materials via railroad. Building with brick or stone was more expensive and the decision to use these materials
reflected not only their availability and the availability of additional cash, but a willingness to commit to the
growth and development of the town and its future. Steamboat Spring follows this trend. Several of the buildings
constructed between 1901 and 1909 were brick and stone. The Maxwell is a good example of this upgrading.

Over 20 buildings are known to have been constructed in town during this decade. Over half of them were
residences. Fires, maintenance problems and development have taken their toll on these early resources of
downtown Steamboat Springs. Seven commercial buildings, constructed between 1901 and 1909, are still in
existence. Of the seven, two storefront buildings have undergone extensive "modernization" to their facades and
thus no longer reflect the period of their construction. Five buildings retain enough integrity to reflect their
period of construction. The Albany Hotel, a two-story building, constructed in 1904, is a wood-frame, Italianate
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Revival style building. One building is a small, brick, one-story, single storefront approximately 25 feet across its
primary façade.

Three remaining commercial brick and/or stone building constructed between 1901 and 1909 are similar in scale.
They are the Pilot Printing shop, the Steamboat Laundry, and the Maxwell building. The Pilot Printing shop
(5RT264), located at 1009 Lincoln Avenue, is a one-story double storefront, approximately 50 feet across its
primary façade. This brick building has a rock faced stone façade. Constructed in 1909, it is the second home of
the Steamboat Pilot, the town newspaper and longest continually operating business in town. The paper was
founded in 1885. The building was initially surveyed in 1981 and considered field eligible, significant both for its
architecture and social history. Recent modifications to the building may have impacted its architectural
significance. The Steamboat Laundry (5RT255) is closest in size comparison to the Maxwell at approximately 60
feet by 100 feet. Located at 127 11th Street, this two-story, brick storefront was constructed in 1905 and housed
[a] laundry business. Less prominent in its location, it presents a simpler design than the Maxwell and is not a
corner storefront.

Thus the Maxwell is the most intact example of a brick, two-part commercial, corner storefront building
constructed during the first decade of the 20th century in Steamboat Springs. It houses the second oldest
continually operating business in town, and occupies a prominent cornerstone position in the historic downtown
area.

36.

Sources of information:
Alexandroff, Marty. “Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inventory Form.” February 1996, on file
with the City of Steamboat Springs, and the Colorado Historical Society Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation.

Colorado’s Historic Newspaper Collection. http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org. “Booming Steamboat.”
Steamboat Pilot, October 7, 1908, p. 1; “Building Is Now Assured.” Steamboat Pilot, April 15, 1908, p. 1; “Building
Progress.” Steamboat Pilot, July 1, 1908, p. 1; “The Maxwell Building.” Steamboat Pilot, May 13, 1908, p. 4;
[Untitled article]. Steamboat Pilot, August 26, 1908, p. 1.

Hogue, Margaret. "Maxwell Building." National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, March 1995.
"Hundreds Attended Opening of New J.C. Penney Store in Steamboat." Steamboat Pilot, February 20, 1947.

Klein, Naomi. “Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Inventory Record.” May 1981, on file with the City of
Steamboat Springs, and the Colorado Historical Society Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.

Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph/ Mountain Bell Telephone Directories for Steamboat Springs, 1956 –
2007. On file at the Denver Public Library, Western History Department.

Routt County Assessor, Commercial Property Appraisal Record.

Sanborn Insurance maps for Steamboat Springs, July 1911, June 1920.

"The Squire Building." Routt County Historic Preservation Board Application for Local Historic Designation form,
January 1994.
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VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local landmark designation:

Yes

No

Date of designation:

01/20/94

Designating authority: Routt County Board of County Commissioners

38.

Applicable National Register criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history;
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents
the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguished entity whose components may lack individual distinction;
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual).
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria.
Steamboat Springs Standards for Designation:
A. Its character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of Routt County, the State of Colorado, or the United States.
B. Its location as a site of a significant historic event.
C. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
culture and development of Routt County.
Not Applicable

D. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, or historic heritage of Routt
County.
E. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style.
F. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or
specimen.

Not Applicable

G. Its identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual
work has influenced the development of Routt County.

Not Applicable

H. Its embodiment of elements of architectural design, detail, materials, and/or
craftsmanship that represent a significant architectural innovation.

Not Applicable

I. Its relationship to other distinctive areas that are eligible for preservation
according to a plan based on an historic, cultural, or architectural motif.
J. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established
and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, a community, or Routt County.

39. Area(s) of significance:

Architecture
Commerce

40. Period of significance:
41. Level of significance:

1908; 1908-1945

National:

State:
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42.

Statement of significance:
The following statement of significance is quoted from the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
prepared by Margaret Hogue in 1995.

The Maxwell Building in Steamboat Springs is significant under criterion A for its role in the commercial and
economic development of the town. Constructed in 1908, the building still houses the longest continually
operated drugstore which is also the second longest continually operating business in Steamboat Springs. It
also housed the post office for 54 years.

The building is also significant under criterion C for architecture as the largest example of its type and period in
Steamboat Springs. This relatively simple, brick, two-part commercial corner storefront building was the largest
commercial building in town for over 40 years. It exhibits many of the elements common in commercial style
buildings of the early 20th century American Movements. Alterations to the building have occurred, however,
they have not changed the essential architectural character of the building and reflect its adaptation and use for
the last 87 years.

43.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:
The Maxwell Building retains a high degree of each of the seven aspects of integrity, as defined by the National
Park Service and Colorado Historical Society - setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association.

VII.

NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

44. National Register eligibility field assessment:
Local landmark eligibility field assessment:
45.

Eligible
Eligible

Is there National Register district potential? Yes

No

Discuss: Historic buildings in the core area of downtown Steamboat Springs may collectively possess the
historical and/or architectural significance, and display sufficient physical integrity, to comprise a National
Register historic district

If there is National Register district potential, is this building: Contributing
46. If the building is in existing National Register district, is it:

VIII.

Contributing

Noncontributing

N/A:

Noncontributing

N/A:

RECORDING INFORMATION

47. Photograph number(s):

CD #6; Images 103-107

48. Report title:
49. Date(s):

Historic Building Inventory of Downtown Steamboat
Springs
06/22/07

50. Recorder(s):

Carl McWilliams

CDs filed at:

Timothy Wilder

51. Organization:

Cultural Resource Historians

52. Address:

1607 Dogwood Court
Fort Collins, CO 80525

53. Phone number(s):

(970) 493-5270
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Sketch Map
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Location Map
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