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I.

CITY OF STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC REGISTER – STAFF
ANALYSIS SUMMARY
Staff finds that the Christian Science Society Building at 641 Oak Street is eligible to the
City’s Historic Register as an Historic Landmark. The Christian Science Society
Building is listed on the Routt County Register of Historic Places, the State Register of
Historic Properties and the National Register of Historic Places. Staff recommends that
the Historic Preservation Commission approve listing of the Christian Science Society
Building as an Historic Landmark.

Christian Science Society Building – 641 Oak Street

II. BACKGROUND
The City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register was created in 2009. The Historic
Preservation Policy Review Committee reviewed historic preservation policies in 2007
and 2008 and recommended the creation of the City’s historic register. The
Committee also recommended that all properties within the City of Steamboat Springs
already listed on the Routt County Register of Historic Places be automatically listed
on the newly created City Register.

.

III. PRINCIPAL DISCUSSION ITEMS
Since the Christian Society Building is already listed on the Routt County Register
of Historic Places, the State Register of Historic Properties and the National
Register of Historic Places, the Christian Science Society Building is eligible to the
City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register.

IV. NOMINATION DESCRIPTION
See attached Steamboat Springs, Routt County and National historic register
nominations for information regarding the nominated property.

V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)
The Historic Preservation Commission will review the nomination for the Christian
Science Society Building to the City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register on
September 12, 2012.

VI. PROJECT ANALYSIS
The following section provides staff analysis of the application as it relates to
nomination criteria as outlined in Ordinance 2230. It is intended to highlight those
areas that may be of interest or concern to HPC, staff, or the public. For a
comprehensive list of designation criteria, standards and requirements applicable to
this proposal please refer to Ordinance 2230 or contact the staff planner.
A) KEY ISSUES
Ordinance 2230, Sec. 26-84(f)

1) Staff Analysis: Eligible; the attached historic register nomination suggests
that the Christian Science Society Building qualifies for listing on the
City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register as an Historic Landmark.

VII. STAFF FINDING & RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommended Resolution
The City of Steamboat Springs’s Historic Preservation Commission hereby resolves that
the Christian Science Society Building at 641 Oak Street, which is more particularly
described as Lots 5 & 6, Block 17, in the Original Addition of Steamboat Springs, Section
17, Township 6 North, Range 84 West, Steamboat Springs, CO, is eligible for listing on the
Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places as an Historic Landmark under Criterion 1
in the area of History and Criterion 2 in the area of Architecture as set forth in the Routt

County Register of Historic Places and the National Register of Historic Places
designations and approves inclusion of the Christian Science Society Building in the
Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places.
Recommended Motion
The Historic Preservation Commission moves to approve the resolution from the staff
report designating the Christian Science Society Building to the Steamboat Springs
Register of Historic Places.

VIII. ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – City of Steamboat Springs Historic Resource Application
Attachment 2- Routt County Register of Historic Places nomination
Attachment 3- National Register of Historic Places nomination

HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
APPLICATION INFORMATION
Thank you for your interest in Steamboat Springs’ Historic Register Program. Attached is the
application form and instructions on how to complete the form. A computer-generated version of the
form is acceptable. The application is the permanent public record of why the property is significant and
warrants the recognition and protection provided by Historic Landmark designation. Attached is the
application form, instructions for completing the application, and the text of a sample application.
The Historic Preservation Commission was established by City ordinance (XXXChapter , Revised Municipal
Code) in 2009. Among its responsibilities are to identify and designate properties of historical, architectural,
and geographical importance to the City of Steamboat Springs. Once a property has been designated, the
Historic Preservation Commission has the additional responsibility of reviewing and approving exterior
alterations (repair, rehabilitation, addition, or demolition) to make sure the structure retains its historic
character.
Designation is a five-step process that takes approximately 60 days from the time a complete application
is submitted to the Historic Preservation Office. A pre-application conference can be scheduled with staff
to discuss the form, criteria, and whether the property in question meets the criteria.
1.

Preliminary investigation focuses on three questions:
-Is the application complete?
-Does the proposed property meet the criteria for designation?
-Has the owner consented to the designation?

2.

If the preliminary review is positive, the Historic Preservation Office sets a public hearing date and time
that allows for the required owner notification period. Once the date has been set, all owners of record
are notified by mail of the date, time, and place of the hearing and the affect designation will have on the
subject property.

3.

The public hearing on designation is intended to allow members of the public to comment for or against
the designation or to ask questions of the Commission about the affect of designation. It is also an
opportunity for the applicant to present information about the historical, architectural, and/or
geographical significance of the property to the Commission and the public

4.

Upon closure of the public hearing, the Commission must notify the owner(s) and City Council in
writing as to the decision of the Commission.

5.

An Historic Landmark is officially designated once the resolution is recorded.

If you have any questions about the application form or designation process, contact the City’s Historic
Preservation Office at 879-2060. Please submit the completed application for designation to:

City of Steamboat Springs
Historic Preservation Office
Centennial Hall – 124 10th Street
PO Box 775088
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
(970) 879-2060

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Property Identification
1.

Address of Resource: 641 Oak Street, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

2.

Legal Description of Property: Lots 5 & 6, Block 17, in the Original Addition of Steamboat
Springs, Section 17, Township 6 North, Range 84 West, Steamboat Springs, CO.

3.

Historic Name: Christian Science Society
Current Name: Christian Science Society Building

4.

Historic Use: Religion: religious facility
Present Use: Religion: religious facility

Historical Data Summary
5.

Year of Construction: 1934
Source of Information: Routt County Assessor/National and County Historic Register
Applications

6.

Architect or Builder: Ernest Campbell
Source of Information: National and County Historic Register Applications

7.

Original Owner: Christian Science Society
Source of Information: Routt County Assessor/National and County Historic Register
Applications

Photographs
8.

Attach at least two (2) current 5x7 or larger photographs (black and white or color) showing
the views of the property from the public right-of-way(s) and any important features or
details. Polaroid photographs are not adequate. If available, attach copies of historic
photographs of the structure.

9.

Sketch Map.

Statement of Significance
10. Explain how the resource meets the criteria established in Sec.26-84(g) for Local
Landmark Designation. Please cite specific criteria in the summary. A Local Landmark
must meet the criteria for Historic Resource designation and at least two of the following
additional criteria:
SEE ATTACHED ROUTT COUNTY REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NOMINATION AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION

Local Landmark Designation Criteria

1.
Must be of overwhelming historic or architectural importance and significance to the
entire community.
2.
Possesses such unusual or uncommon significance that the potential demolition or
major alteration would diminish the character and sense of place in the community.
3.

Contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.

4.
Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction, yet represents an established and familiar feature to the community.
5.
Has significance to the community’s history to the extent that it illustrates and
commemorates the City’s collective past and helps define the community’s identity.
Historic Resource Designation Criteria
1.

History. To have historic importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and:
The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value as part of the development,
heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or Nation; is the site of an historic event with
an effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of persons who had some influence on
society; or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic heritage of the
community.

2.

Architecture. To have architectural importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and:
The building, site, structure or object portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of
history characterized by a distinctive architectural style; embodies those distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural-type specimen; is the work of an architect or master builder
whose individual work has influenced the development of the City or contains elements of
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation.

3.

Geography. To have geographical importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and:
The building, site, structure or object, because of being part of or related to a square, park or other
distinctive area, should be developed or preserved according to a plan based on an historic,

cultural or architectural motif; or, due to its unique location or singular physical characteristics,
represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City.

Include the history of the resource and its associations with important individuals, groups, events, or
historical trends.
a. Provide details about the circumstances of construction including the date of construction,
architect, builder, and owner for the original structure and any significant additions.
b. Describe specific historical associations including why this structure has direct association
with the individual, group, event, or historical trend.
c. Describe other structures that have similar associations and the relationship of this structure
to them.

Architectural Description
11.

Concisely describe the resource and its surrounds.

SEE ATTACHED ROUTT COUNTY REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NOMINATION AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION

a. Describe location and setting including physical context and relationship to neighborhood
and other historic structures.
b. Architectural description including mention of major features, uncommon design
features, ancillary structures, and important landscape or site features. Also describe
interior spaces with extraordinary design features (if any).
c. Describe alterations to the exterior of the building.

Bibliography
11. Provide a list of research sources used in compiling this application.

SEE ATTACHED ROUTT COUNTY REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NOMINATION AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION

Application Information
13.

Owner: Christian Science Society
Mailing Address: Po Box 771826, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
Telephone: Lynn Reiff 970.846.0184

14.

Owner Consent to Designation:

I / We, the undersigned, acting as owner(s) of, the property described in this application for Local
Landmark designation do, hereby, give my consent to the designation of this structure as a Local
Landmark .
Signature:_____________________________

Printed name:__________________________

Date:___________

15.

Applicant/Preparer Name: Alexis Eiland
Affiliation/ Interest in Property: Prepared for the owner
Address: PO Box 775088, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
Telephone: 970.871.8202

Christian Science Society Building
Sketch Map

641 Oak Street

Christian Science Society Building, 641 Oak Street
Photographs:

Main (Northeast) Façade looking southwest

Main and southeast elevations looking west

Rear (Southwest) and northwest elevations looking east

Rear (Southwest) and northwest elevations looking east

Northwest Elevation looking southeast

Main and northwest elevations looking south

